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THE SOUTHWESTERN SURGICAL CONGRESS

2015 WINTER NEWSLETTER

Dear fellows, residents, advanced practice 

clinicians, and guests of The Southwestern 

Surgical Congress: 

 

The 68th annual meeting of The 

Southwestern Surgical Congress will be 

held April 3-6 at the beautiful Hotel del 

Coronado located on Coronado Island and 

just over the bridge from San Diego. “The 

del” is something of a home away from 

home for fellows of the SWSC. Our annual 

meetings have previously been held there in 

1982, 1987, 2002 and 2009. “The del” offers 

spectacular views of San Diego Bay and the 

cliffs of Point Loma as well as of the regular 

appearances by awesome ships of the United 

States Navy and Coast Guard. There is a 

beautiful and remarkably uncrowded beach, 

and for those less enamored by actually 

feeling sand and salt water, the spacious 

pool deck offers a great view of the beach 

without the full sensory input of being on the 

beach. Mike Truitt and the other members of 

the Program Committee are already working 

hard to ensure a professionally meaningful 

and enjoyable program. This year, our 

staff has assembled a list of all of the 

program directors in surgery in the states 

of the Congress and have actively solicited 
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abstract submissions from the residents of 

those programs. With podium presentations, 

poster presentations, video presentations 

and quick shots, the Southwestern offers a 

host of opportunities for residents to present 

their scholarly activity. We certainly hope 

to see you and your family at the meeting. 

And, consider bringing along a resident or 

another prospective member as you make 

your plans. 

 

The leadership of the organization must 

and does remain active between annual 

meetings. The Council is the governing body 

of the organization and meets annually at the 

Clinical Congress of the American College of 

Surgeons. The Executive Committee has had 

regular conference calls and will continue 

to do so throughout the year. The Program 

Committee, as noted, is already hard at 

work but still faces their most challenging 

task of selecting from all of the submitted 

abstracts that will be presented in April. 

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee, 

chaired by Don Lesslie, is currently actively 

engaged in revising our Bylaws. While I don’t 

anticipate any substantive change in the 

content of the Bylaws, they will be “cleaned 

up” a bit in content and presentation. In 

order to effect changes in the Bylaws at the 

spring meeting, the revisions will be sent 

to the membership more than a month in 

advance. The Membership Committee, 

chaired by Bryan Morse, is actively recruiting 

new members to the organization. As you 

identify a potential Fellow, please remember 

that their candidacy must be endorsed by 

the Councilor from their state. The Graduate 

Medical Education Committee, chaired by 

Walt Biffl, aims to do more this year than the 

GME Committee has in the past. In addition 

to planning the annual GME luncheon at 

the meeting, they are holding conference 

calls to discuss some of the challenging 

issues that face GME today and how the The Southwestern  
Surgical Congress

The Southwestern Surgical Congress 

14005 Nicklaus Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66223 

Telephone: 913-402-7102 

Fax: 913-273-1140 

Email: events@lp-etc.com  

Web: www.swscongress.org 
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2015–2016 OFFICERS & COMMITTEES

OFFICERS 
President 

John Potts, III 

Chicago, IL 

 

President-Elect 

Clay Cothren Burlew 

Denver, CO  

 

Vice President 

Daniel Margulies 

Los Angeles, CA  

 

Secretary-Treasurer 

Shanu Kothari 

La Crosse, WI 

 

Recorder 

Daniel Vargo 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Executive Director 

James A. Edney 

Omaha, NE 

 

 

STATE COUNCILORS 
Arizona 

Barb Pockaj 

 

Arkansas 

Anne Mancino 

 

California (Southern) 

Nicolas Melo 

 

California (Northern) 

Christine Cocanour 

 

Colorado 

David Partrick 

 

Hawaii 

Whitney Limm 

 

Idaho 

Marcus Torgeson 

 

Kansas  

Josh Mammen 

 

Missouri 

Bryan Troop  

 

Montana 

Glenn Winslow 

 

Nebraska 

Rudy Lackner 

 

Nevada 

Shawn Tsuda 

 

New Mexico 

M. Timothy Nelson 

 

North Dakota 

Randolph Szlabick 

 

Oklahoma 

Gary Dunn 

 

South Dakota 

Paul Bjordahl 

 

Texas (Northern) 

Justin Regner 

 

Texas (Southern) 

Ernie Gonzalez 

 

Utah 

Ute Gawlick 

 

Wisconsin  

Brandon Grover 

 

Wyoming  

Sara Smith 

 

 

COMMITTEES 
Budget and Finance Chair 

Dmitry Oleynikov 

Omaha, NE 

 

CME Chair 

Lillian Liao 

San Antonio, TX 

 

Constitution & Bylaws Chair 

Donald Lesslie 

Houston, TX 

 

Development Chair  

James A. Edney 

Omaha, NE 

 

Graduate Medical Education Chair 

Walt Biffl  

Honolulu, Hawaii 

 

Historian 

William F. Sasser 

St. Louis, MO 

 

Membership Chair 

Bryan Morse 

Atlanta, GA 

 

Multi Centers Trial 

Clay Cothren Burlew 

Denver, CO 

 

Nominating Chair 

Kenric Murayama 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

 

Program Committee Chair 

Michael Truitt 

Dallas, TX 

 

Publications and Research Chair  

Daniel Vargo 

Salt Lake City, UT 

 

Associate Fellow Representative 

Katie Wiggins-Dohlvik 

Temple, TX 

 

ACS Advisory Council  

for Surgery 

Kenric Murayama 

Honolulu, HI 

 

ACS Board of Governors  

S. Rob Todd 

Houston, TX 

American Board of Surgery 

Roxie Albrecht 

Oklahoma City, OK
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SWSC can best engage in those issues. The 

Publications and Research Committee, with 

Dan Vargo at the helm, has now completed 

most of the heavy lifting of getting the 

papers presented from the podium at our 

last meeting into print. Perhaps the most 

exciting development coming from our 2015 

meeting was the creation of a Multi-Center 

Trials group which is chaired by your Vice 

President, Clay Cothren Burlew. Two trials 

are underway and more are anticipated. 

This work offers the opportunity for every 

one of our Fellows – including those in solo 

practice – to engage in scientific research 

in some of the most common conditions 

treated by general surgeons. I would 

certainly be remiss if I failed to mention 

the Development Committee, consisting of 

Jim Edney, Ken Murayama, Shanu Kothari, 

John Moore and Dmitry Oleynikov and the 

Budget and Finance Committee, chaired by 

Dr. Oleynikov, who work year round to keep 

our organization in the black. As you will 

Message from the President (continued from page 1)

hear at the Annual Meeting, their efforts 

have resulted in the organization being in 

its best financial position in years. 

 

During the ACS presentation at the 2015 

meeting, we heard about the American 

Society of Anesthesiologist’s initiative 

to launch a national collaborative for 

the Perioperative Surgical Home. The 

Council feels very strongly that surgeons 

should manage the interdisciplinary and 

interprofessional care of surgical patients 

– not anesthesiologists. Accordingly, the 

Executive Committee was charged with 

bringing this issue to the attention of our 

sister organization, the Southeastern 

Surgical Congress, as well as voicing 

to the ACS, our most effective voice in 

advocacy, the Congress’s strong objection 

to that initiative. In addition to addressing 

the SESC and the ACS, the Executive 

Committee has also voiced the concerns 

of the Congress to the American Board 

of Surgery and the Residency Review 

Committee for Surgery.  

 

We continue to work to make the 

Southwestern Surgical Congress meetings 

ones that you and your families enjoy. 

At the same time, we work very hard to 

make the Congress an organization that is 

meaningful to you in your practice. Most 

of all, we work to make the SWSC an 

organization of which you are proud to be 

a member. Please feel free to contact me 

directly with suggestions that you have 

for ways to make our organization even 

stronger. 

 

I look forward to seeing you in San Diego!

Program Committee Update

Plan to join us April 3-6, 2016 at this 

year’s 68th Annual Meeting, to be held 

at the Hotel del Coronado in Coronado, 

CA. The Program Committee reviewed a 

large number of abstracts, which represent 

a broad array of topics. Make plans to 

arrive early, to attend one of two special 

postgraduate courses, which will be offered 

at no additional charge, on Sunday morning.  

A plenary session of the top-ranked 

abstracts kicks off the official start to the 

meeting on Sunday afternoon, and there will 

be something for everyone over the course 

of the following three days, from the new 

eposters, videos, industry showcase, quick 

shots, debates, graduate medical education, 

and special sessions for the new Advanced 

Care Provider members.   

 

We anticipate tremendous resident, fellow, 

and medical student participation in the 

paper presentations as well as quick shots 

and eposters. Representatives from the 

American College of Surgeons have put 

together a special session for Monday 

afternoon, and we have planned debates, 

panel discussions, and more. Online 

registration begins in late December. We 

hope you and your family will plan to join  

us for a very special event in Coronado!

Michael Truitt, MD 
Program Committee Chair
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Office of the Recorder

It is truly an honor to serve as Recorder 

for the Southwestern Surgical Congress. I 

would like to first offer my heartfelt thanks 

to Courtney Scaife, MD, who held this 

position for the last 3 years. Her diligence 

and hard work have set a standard that I will 

try my best to meet.

The SWSC continues its affiliation with 

the AMERICAN JOURNAL OF SURGERY. 

At the time of this writing, AJS maintains 

an impact factor in the top 1/3 of surgery 

journals. We appreciate AJS for providing 

a pathway for publication for oral 

presenters at our spring meeting. Some 

of the manuscripts from the meeting are 

already available on the AJS website, as 

are Dr. Stewart’s Presidential Address 

(“Perspectives on the Profession”), the Poth 

Lecture (“History of the American Board 

of Surgery- Vignettes from the Certifying 

Exam”) from J. Patrick Walker, MD, and 

the Organ Lecture (Playing It Safe: When, 

What, Who”) from Roxie Albrecht, MD. 

Look for the published manuscripts in the 

December issue of AJS.

The Program Committee, chaired by 

Michael Pruitt, MD, recently met to select 

the oral presenters for the 2016 Spring 

meeting in Coronado, CA. We will be 

reaching out to the membership, looking for 

volunteers to not only discuss the selected 

abstracts, but also to assist in review of the 

manuscript. Abstracts that are accepted are 

required to have a manuscript submitted 

for review by March 18, 2016. Our goal is to 

have all of the manuscripts reviewed by the 

end of the meeting. If interested in helping 

as a volunteer reviewer, please email me at 

daniel.vargo@hsc.utah.edu.

I would like to thank the SWSC membership 

for all the support you have provided and 

look forward to working with you all during 

my tenure as Recorder.

Daniel Vargo, MD
Recorder

Graduate Medical Education Committee 

The Graduate Medical Education (GME) 

Committee is looking forward to welcoming 

many surgical trainees to the Annual 

Meeting. As usual, we will have a luncheon 

targeted at surgical trainees and medical 

students. The topic of discussion this 

year will be Autonomy in Surgical Training. 

Autonomy is a critical element in the 

maturation of a surgeon. In the “old days,” 

resident autonomy was the rule in many 

teaching hospitals- some more recently 

than others. In the current environment, 

however, there are competing interests at 

play: our responsibility to our patients, to 

ensure optimal outcomes; our responsibility 

as mandated by the hospital and regulatory 

agencies, to be present and provide 

adequate supervision; and our responsibility 

to our residents and fellows, to prepare 

them for independent practice. A major 

challenge of surgical residency program 

directors is to prepare trainees to practice 

(and to pass their Board exams), while 

complying with the various rules. The 

challenge for the resident is to achieve a 

level of competency and comfort that will 

smooth the transition to practice. We look 

forward to a lively discussion, and hope 

to see a large group of residency program 

directors and trainees at the luncheon.

Walter L. Biffl, MD 
Chair, Graduate Medical Education Committee 
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Advisory Council for General Surgery

The Advisory Council for General Surgery 

(ACGS) of the American College of 

Surgeons (ACS) met on October 3, 2015 

during the Clinical Congress in Chicago, 

IL. The council Chair is Dr. E. Christopher 

Ellison and Co-Chair is Dr. M. Timothy 

Nelson (a member of the Southwestern 

Surgical Congress from New Mexico). 

 

The two major points for discussion  

and a brief summary follows: 

1. The leadership of the ACS met with 

representatives of the American Society 

of Anesthesiologists (ASA) in August 

to discuss the white paper proposal 

from the ASA on the concept of the 

“Perioperative Home”. It was reported that 

the ASA leadership has developed a better 

understanding of the concerns raised by 

the ACS and other surgical organizations. 

The ACS Board of Regents approved a draft 

statement describing the basis for moving 

forward with a multidisciplinary approach 

to perioperative care. The ACS remains 

committed to remaining actively involved at 

all levels of discussion on this “hot button” 

topic. Of note, there is recognition that 

not all surgical specialties have the same 

commitment to providing comprehensive 

perioperative care for their patients. It 

was reported that the ASA interest has 

diminished to some degree since the “zero-

day global” proposal failed to gain approval. 

This remains an active issue about which 

surgeons need to remain actively engaged.

2. The Board of Regents approved a 

statement on the Aging Surgeon which 

will published in the Bulletin of the ACS. 

Recommendations will be developed 

regarding physical examinations, vision 

assessment, and possible cognitive testing 

and skills assessment. This will be an 

ongoing issue of concern for the ACS. 

Other areas of discussion included:

1. Combining of all the ACS registries into 

a single registry and this will be rolled out 

over several years

2. Data from the FIRST Trial will be 

presented at the Academic Surgical 

Congress in February 2016. The ACS will 

have a prepared response the content of 

which will depend on the outcomes of the 

trial and the recommendations.

3. The Surgeon Specific Registry (SSR) is 

being revised to make it more practical and 

meaningful.

4. There is continued development of a 

children’s verification program that will 

result in a tiered designation for centers 

providing pediatric surgical care.

5. Active discussion centered around 

the sometimes overly burdensome OR 

initiatives (e.g., infection control) that are 

frequently not evidence-based. 

Notable council member news:

1. Ken Sharp, MD represents the ACGS on 

the Program Committee for the ACS and 

is Chair of the Education Subcommittee of 

the ACGS. The ACGS provides the majority 

of program proposals for the Clinical 

Congress annually.

2. Dr. M. Timothy Nelson was elected to 

be the next Chair of the ACGS succeeding 

Dr. E. Christopher Ellison. Dr. Tina Yen 

(representative from the Central Surgical 

Association) was elected to succeed Dr. 

Nelson as Vice-Chair.

Ken Murayama, MD
Representative to the American College of 
Surgeons - Advisory Council for General 
Surgery
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Historian Update

Multi Centers Trials

Currently everyone’s mind is on the U.S. 

Presidential candidates. With this in mind, 

it is appropriate to look at some of the 

facts of the Presidents of the Southwestern 

Surgical Congress.Since the beginning of 

our organization in 1948, 67 exceptional 

surgeons have held the prestigious position 

of President. Some have come from 

academic backgrounds while others were 

in private practice. Most recently another 

has come from an important position with 

a medical organization.There has been 

one woman, Maria Allo, to rise to this 

leadership position. Two brothers, John and 

Jim Growden, and Gene and Fred Moore 

have guided the SWSC. Ken and Bob 

Sawyer are the only father-son combination 

so far.

The first study of the SWSC Multicenter 

Trials Group is underway! Richard Frazee’s 

study on outpatient appendectomy for 

uncomplicated appendicitis has started.  

Six institutions are currently involved, so 

please let us know if you are interested in 

participating.  Additional information is 

available on the members-only section of 

the SWSC website. 

 

Our second project that is getting started 

is Mike Truitt’s retrospective review of 

irreversible antithrombotic agents in lap 

appy patients.  Sample IRB documentation 

is forthcoming and institutional enrollment 

should begin this fall. 

 

The majority of the presidents have come 

from the original 9 states  that gave birth 

to the SWSC, Texas leads the way with 

10 although Arkansas is close behind 

with 9. Kansas and Colorado each have 

contributed 8. Oklahoma and Utah claim 

6 apiece. Next is Arizona with 5, Nebraska 

with 4,and Missouri and New Mexico 

with 3 . Georgia, Illinois, North Dakota, 

Pennsylvania, and Wyoming accounted for 

one from each state. 

 

The SWSC has a rich history with a number 

of wonderful traditions. We hope old and 

new members will plan to attend this year’s 

meeting in Coronado! We hope to see you 

there! 

Other proposed studies that are in 

development include: 

     • The use of perioperative vs therapeutic  

 antibiotics for acute cholecystitis. 

     • The role of the open abdomen in the  

 General Surgery population.   

     • Management of acute appendicitis  

 with associated phlegmon.   

     • RCT of IV antibiotics to an afebrile  

 state for 24 hours vs starting po  

 antibiotics as soon as patient tolerates  

 po.   

 

I encourage any interested SWSC members 

to participate.  Please contact me with any 

questions or new study ideas. We would 

love to hear your thoughts! 

 

clay.cothren@dhha.org

William Sasser, MD
SWSC Historian

Clay Cothren Burlew, MD 
Chair, Multicenter Trials Committee
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Updates from the American College of Surgeons  

The Board of Governors of the American 

College of Surgeons (ACS) continues to 

thrive under its’ restructuring. As part of 

this process, the Executive Committee (EC) 

of the Board of Governors has charged 

each of the five pillar leads to create a 

list of projects and facilitate conference 

calls between pillar leads and directors 

of the corresponding College Divisions to 

stimulate better integration and to vet the 

possibility of shared projects. In June, the 

EC met for a strategic planning meeting 

and approved a final list of AIMS for the 

Board of Governors; catalogued the AIMS 

based on the projected time it would take 

to complete (short-term: 6-12 months and 

long-term: longer than 12 months); and 

created an AIMS document that will inform 

the leadership of the Board of Governors for 

continuity of intent even when the current 

officers have superannuated. 

 

Recently, the Board of Regents approved 

two additional seats expanding the number 

of Regents representing specialties certified 

under the auspices of the American Board 

of Surgery (Critical Care, Gastrointestinal, 

General, Pediatric, Surgical Oncology, 

Transplantation, Trauma and Vascular 

Surgery). One position will be filled in 

2015 and one in 2016. The Nominating 

Committee of the Board of Governors is 

accepting nominations through September 

10, 2015 and will convene in the fall of 2015 

to select a nominee for this year’s pending 

vacancy. 

 

And finally, August marked a year since 

the ACS Communities were launched. At 

present, there are 109 communities of 

various types. Many of these are closed 

communities, which address committee 

work and have no need of general Fellow 

membership. There are 23 Chapter 

Communities. These groups vary in activity 

level, but overall, the ACS Communities 

have been a wild success.

S. Rob Todd, MD
American College of Surgeons –  
Board of Governors Representative

Membership Update

On behalf of the SWSC Membership 

Committee, we would like to thank everyone 

who recommended colleagues to SWSC 

membership.  We had a total of 17 new 

members last year, and 12 new members 

since the Annual Meeting.  However, we 

still need your help!  If you know someone 

that would enjoy our annual meeting and 

the other benefits of SWSC membership, let 

us know.  Membership applications may be 

completed online at www.swscongress.org.  

 

Additionally, don’t forget that Advanced 

Practice Clinicians and Residents / Fellows 

may also apply for membership through our 

Associate Membership and APC categories.  

The SWSC website provides up-to-date 

information on upcoming meetings and 

events, and has membership information, 

applications and a list of member benefits. 

  

Please direct any questions to the SWSC 

at 913-402-7102 or events@lp-etc.com.

Bryan Morse, MD 
Chair, Membership Committee
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Active Fellow - $295 

Active Fellowship may be conferred upon 

physicians who have been actively engaged 

in the practice of surgery for at least one 

year following the completion of an approved 

surgical training program, who are of good 

moral character and professional standing, 

duly licensed and who are certified by 

the American Board of Surgery or other 

appropriate Specialty Board. 

 

Senior Fellow w/The American  

Journal of Surgery - $100 OR 

Senior Fellow (not including The American 

Journal of Surgery) - $55 

An Active Fellow in good standing who has 

attained the age of 65 years and remains in 

active practice or an Active Fellow in good 

standing who has retired from practice 

regardless of reason or age may be granted 

Senior Fellowship. Senior Fellows may receive 

the official Journal upon payment of the 

member’s subscription fee. 

 

Applicant (covers first year of dues ($295) 

and initiation fee ($110) = $405 

To become a candidate for Fellowship, 

complete the membership application 

provided by The Congress. The initiation fee is 

limited to application for active fellowship. 

 

 

NEW 
MEMBERS  
 
Congratulations to our  
newly elected members. 
 
Peter Walker 
Houston, TX  
 
Kathryn Beauchamp 
Denver, CO 
 
William Cirocco 
Columbus, OH 
 
Alicia Conrad 
Denver, CO 
 
Maria Albuja Cruz 
Aurora, CO 
 
Brandon Bruns 
Baltimore, MD 
 
Katie Wiggins-Dohlvik 
Temple, TX 
 
Molly Gross 
Salt Lake City, UT  
 
John Harvin 
Houston, TX 
 
Stefan Johnson 
Grand Forks, ND  
 
John Uecker 
Austin, TX  
 
Lindsay O’Meara 
Baltimore, MD  
 
Erik Peltz 
Aurora, CO 
 
Bartley Pickron 
Salt Lake City, UT 
 
Nabil Wasif 
Phoenix, AZ  
 
Franklin Wright 
Aurora, CO 

SWSC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
Members of The Southwestern Surgical Congress have banded together to become a major voice 

in the industry and to provide information and education to general surgeons, to set high standards 

of care and to provide cost-conscious service to patients. 

 

Read more about Member Benefits

Associate Fellow - $60 

Associate Fellowship may be conferred upon 

physicians who have completed at least 

three years of an approved surgical training 

program, who are of good moral character and 

professional standing and are duly licensed. 

Associate Fellowship will be limited to five 

years. Upon completion of Board Certification, 

the Associate Fellow is eligible for Active 

Fellowship. 

 

Advanced Practice Clinician - $60 

Membership shall be offered to Nurse 

Practitioners, Physician’s Assistants, and 

Advanced Practice Nurses. Advanced practice 

clinician members will have a representative 

on the Executive Council who is appointed 

by the president and will have full voting 

privileges in matters of the Council. APC 

members will not have general voting 

privileges and are excluded from holding 

office, but will receive the journal and other 

benefits of membership once annual dues 

have been paid. 

 

Apply online at www.swscongress.org

SWSC MEMBERSHIP TYPES 

Southwestern Surgical Congress 
14005 Nicklaus Drive 
Overland Park, KS 66223 
Telephone: 913-402-7102  
Fax: 913-273-1140 
Email: events@lp-etc.com  
Web: www.swscongress.org 
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These are just a few of the benefits of Fellowship in the Southwestern Surgical Congress

Annual Scientific Meeting
Join over 350 surgeons each spring and take advantage of  
top-notch continuing medical education in a resort location.  
The meeting provides a forum for the formal presentation of  
high-quality papers, poster sessions, case reports, and 
postgraduate symposia. The Meeting also offers the perfect 
opportunity to network with your fellow surgeons, share best 
practices, learn the latest innovations, and reinvigorate your 
practice. The next meeting will take place in Coronado,  
California April 3–6, 2016.

Abstract Book & 
Membership Directory
An Annual Meeting Program Book is distributed to all meeting 
attendees each spring. This valuable reference book contains  
all of the scientific abstracts. The Membership Directory is 
available online at www.swscongress.org and provides instant 
access to surgeons around the Southwest.

Resident Opportunities
SWSC has a rich history of supporting residents and program 
directors. The Annual Meeting boasts numerous networking 
opportunities, plus a Graduate Medical Education Luncheon 
designed to stimulate discussion between residents and their 
program directors. Residents are well-represented in the scientific 
sessions, with approximately half of 2013 and 2014’s papers 
presented by residents. These papers compete for the prestigious 
Jack A. Barney Resident Award and are eligible for publication  
in the American Journal of Surgery.

The American Journal of Surgery
SWSC is proud to feature The American Journal of Surgery as  
its official scientific publication. The Journal provides concise, 
original articles covering clinical and experimental surgery, 
descriptions of modern operative techniques, review articles, 
surgical pharmacological articles, and more. An annual 
subscription is included in your dues.

THE SOUTHWESTERN SURGICAL CONGRESS

Membership Benefits

YOU MAY ALSO CONTACT 
SWSC HEADQUARTERS AT

Southwestern 
Surgical Congress
14005 Nicklaus Drive
Overland Park, KS 66223
Telephone: 913-402-7102 
Fax: 913-273-1140
Email: events@lp-etc.com

More information and 
an online membership 
application are available 
at www.swscongress.org

Representation
SWSC has representatives on both the 
Board of Governors and the Advisory 
Council for Surgery of the American 
College of Surgeons, as well as the 
American Board of Surgery. A strategic 
alliance with the Southeastern Surgical 
Congress and our dual representation 
in the American College of Surgeons 
governing bodies adds to our influence  
on behalf of our members.

www.swscongress.org
SWSC’s website, www.swscongress.org 
provides up-to-date information on 
upcoming meetings and events. An 
interactive online membership directory 
lets you search for any fellow member.  
Did you meet someone who had tried  
an innovative new procedure at last  
year’s Congress, but have since lost  
their business card? The online directory 
lets you search by name, city and state.

JOIN NOW!
Join the SWSC  

today and enjoy 
new camaraderie 
with your peers. 

Memberships are 
available for practicing 

surgeons (Active 
Fellow), residents/
fellows (Associate 

Fellow), and Advanced 
Practice Clinicians 

(APC).

MORE INFORMATION 

68th Annual Meeting
April 3 – 6, 2016
Hotel del Coronado
Coronado, CA
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THE SOUTHWESTERN SURGICAL CONGRESS

67th Annual Meeting
April 26 – 29, 2015

Monterey, CA 
Hyatt Regency Monterey
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THANKS TO 2015 SPONSORS AND EXHIBITORS

EXHIBITOR SHOWCASE  
For exhibit and sponsorship information for future meetings please contact Heather Roderick,  
Exhibits Manager at 913.402.7102 or heather@lp-etc.com

Southwestern Surgical Congress gratefully acknowledges the following companies  
for their support of our meeting through educational grants: 

American College of Surgeons - Division of Education 

Ethicon, Inc. 
 
 

Southwestern Surgical Congress would like to thank the following companies  
for their support as exhibitors at this year’s event: 

3D Systems Simbionix Products 

American College of Surgeons 

American College of Surgeons Foundation 

Bard Davol 

BK Ultrasound 

Covidien 

CSL Behring 

DePuy Synthes 

Intuitive Surgical 

Karl Storz Endoscopy America, Inc. 

LifeCell Corporation 

Mallinckrodt Pharmaceuticals 

Torax Medical 

TEI Biosciences
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Register online at www.swscongress.org

T H E  S O U T H W E S T E R N  S U R G I C A L  C O N G R E S S

68th Annual Meeting
April 3 – 6, 2016
Coronado, CA 
Hotel del Coronado 
 
 
Registration 
Registration for the  
2016 Annual Meeting  
will open in December.  
 
For questions, please 
contact events@lp-etc.com 

FALL 2015 NEWSLETTER                11

Hotel Information 
Hotel del Coronado 
1500 Orange Ave. 
Coronado, CA 92118 
 
Telephone: 619-435-6611 
Web Site: hoteldel.com 

 
 
Reservations 
Online Reservations 
1-800-468-3533 
SWSC Room Rate: $269 + tax 
Housing Cutoff: March 2, 2016 
 

The Southwestern  
Surgical Congress
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IN MEMORIAM  
 
Mark G. Davies 
Houston TX 
 
Raymond C. Read, MD, PhD 
Southwestern Surgical Past President (1984) 
Rockville, MD 

 

Dr. Read’s career spanned 

several decades. A staunch 

advocate of scientific truths and 

the importance of education 

and lifelong learning, he valued 

his role as a teacher of the 

next generations of surgeons. 

His contribution to medical 

research is chronicled in over 

500 publications over a 60 

year period beginning in 1953. 

He was a founding member of 

the Society of Thoracic Surgeons and of the American Hernia 

Society. Dr. Read served as President of the Association of 

Veterans Administration Surgeons, the Southwestern Surgical 

Association, and the American Hernia Society. He was a 

member of the Alpha Omega Alpha national medical honor 

society as well as over two dozen professional societies. Dr. 

Read was the recipient of numerous awards, including the 

Distinguished Service Award from the Association of Veterans 

Administration Surgeons, and was inducted into the UAMS 

College of Medicine Hall of Fame in 2005. A leader in efforts 

to prohibit smoking in Veterans Administration hospitals, Dr. 

Read’s research regarding ‘metastatic emphysema’ revealed 

that chronic smoking could damage connective tissue both 

inside and outside of the lung. He was recognized as a pioneer 

in the field of herniology because of this and other research 

over decades, and was the recipient of numerous speaking 

invitations, including the keynote address at the International 

Hernia Congress in Berlin, Germany in 2009.  

 

With endless energy and enthusiasm, Dr. Read lived life to 

the fullest, never wasting time and continually expressing his 

gratitude for his many blessings. He had an insatiable appetite 

for the written word and thoroughly relished reading his beloved 

New York Times and puzzling over the crossword. Dr. Read 

delighted in listening to opera and classical music, greeting 

neighbors on walks, and playing a challenging round of golf. His 

Certification from The National Hole-In-One Association was a 

highlight. Dr. Read traveled extensively and remained attached 

to his beloved England, returning there frequently to visit family 

and friends.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES OR IDEAS?
Please submit articles, photos or newsletter ideas to 

Southwestern Surgical Congress at events@lp-etc.com. 

CHECK OUT THE “MEMBERS ONLY” 
SECTION AT WWW.SWSCONGRESS.ORG! 

 

Member Login: SWSC User Name: 1948 

 

*Log onto the members only section to view multi-center 

trial information, American Journal of Surgery information, 

member profiles, meeting archives and photo galleries!

Contact Information
Southwestern Surgical Congress 

14005 Nicklaus Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66223 

 

SEE WHAT YOU HAVE 
BEEN MISSING! 
Follow the SWSC on Facebook and Twitter for the most 

up to date information regarding the annual meeting, 

educational opportunities, resident educational offerings, 

meeting photos, member news and more! 

 
SWSC IS ON TWITTER!  
Be sure to follow SWSC on Twitter to 

stay informed on association updates 

and general surgery news! 

 

Follow @SWSCongress or visit our 

twitter page at https://twitter.com/

SWSCongress.   

 

“LIKE” US ON FACEBOOK!  
Southwestern Surgical Congress

Telephone: 913-402-7102 

Fax: 913-273-1140 

Email: events@lp-etc.com  

Web: www.swscongress.org
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SAVE THE DATE!  
Don’t miss our 2017 Annual Meeting in Hawaii, 

April 2–5 at the Hyatt Regency, Maui, HI.

Check our website for more information: 

www.swscongress.org


